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Despite a state budget deal that reinstates some of their funding, most non-profits that rely on Trenton will still come up
short in the coming fiscal year.

But a significant number read the writing on the wall months ago. They cut or froze salaries and sought other ways to
reduce costs. Others decided that, despite the bad economy, they had no choice but to ask people to give more.

Take, for example, NewBridge Services in Pompton Plains, which provides mental health and other services across
Passaic and Morris counties.

In January, the organization launched a campaign designed to raise $250,000 by mid-2011. That, as it turned out, is
about $65,000 more than NewBridge is losing next year in state funding. The organization is already about a third of the
way to its goal.

“NewBridge is an organization that has always kept our eyes focused on Trenton,” said Executive Director Robert
Parker. “We would look for what grants and contracts [that] were available and gear our programs to get that money.
But there are other needs in the community that we've been identifying over the years that we knew we needed to
respond to.”

Last fall, Parker said, the non-profit looked at the situation in Trenton and realized funding cuts were on the way.
“We did everything we could to lobby for a quality safety net for people with special needs,” Parker explained.
But as anticipated, once Governor Christie took office and the state was forced to address its financial crisis,

NewBridge’s support from Trenton was cut by about $184,000 — about 4 percent of its $5 million in government
funds.

Parker said he doesn’t blame the governor. “Given the economic realities, I think Governor Christie did a good job with
regard to protecting funding for human services.”

Parker decided, however, that NewBridge needed to reach out to the community it serves to fill the gap.
“NewBridge has assisted seniors to let them continue to live independently in their homes,” Parker noted. “We have
prevention programs in the schools on everything from how to deal with bullying to drug abuse prevention.”

The time had come, he decided, to ask the communities aided by those services to help out.






